
THE SWALES ARE BUILT ADJACENT TO THE AURORA BRIDGE, AN HISTORIC STRUCTURE IN SEATTLE WHERE ALL FIVE OF THE REGIONS’ 
SALMON SPECIES SWIM TO REACH THE NETWORK OF RIVERS AND STREAMS WHERE SPAWNING OCCURS EACH YEAR.
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DURING PHASE TWO, IN ADDITION TO TREATING MORE OF THE BRIDGE’S STORMWATER RUNOFF, THE AWARD 
WINNING WATERSHED BUILDING INSTALLED A 20,000 GALLON CISTERN TO COLLECT ROOF RUNOFF FOR REUSE. THE 
SWALES PROVIDE MITIGATION FOR BOTH THE BRIDGE AND THE BUILDING.



MEASURABLE TESTING CONFIRMS THAT AS THE WATER FILTERS DOWN THE SWALES IT BECOMES CLEANER AND LESS CONTAMINATED. 

UNTREATED RUNOFF TREATED RUNOFF



WITH A CLEARER PATH FOR PERMITTING, EACH PHASE BUILT UPON THE PRIOR’S SUCCESS CLEANING MORE WATER AND INCREASING PUBLIC 
AWARENESS.
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THE AURORA BRIDGE SWALES PIONEERED THE USE OF GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE BY PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT TO IMPLEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL 
RESTORATION ON A LARGER SCALE. 



PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THESE STRATEGIES IS REINFORCED THROUGH A COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC SIGNAGE THAT HAS TAKEN ON MANY 
FORMS. BRASS PLAQUES ILLUSTRATE THE MANY BENEFITS OF THE STRATEGIES EMPLOYED IN A RELIEF THAT CAN PRODUCE RUBBINGS. 



THIS PROJECT IS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE CAN SERVE AS A CHANGE AGENT, PROVIDING COMMUNITIES A CALL TO ACTION TO 
IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF OUR WORLD.



PHASE THREE INCLUDES A NEARBY PROPERTY WHERE FIVE ADDITIONAL DOWNSPOUTS COULD BE DIVERTED INTO A GRASSY AREA. THIS PHASE 
INCREASED THE VOLUME OF FILTERED BRIDGE WATER TO TWO MILLION GALLONS, EFFECTIVELY TREATING THE NORTH HALF OF THE ABOVE BRIDGE DECK.



THE AURORA BRIDGE SWALES PROJECT DEMONSTRATES THE URGENT NEED FOR EVERY URBAN DEVELOPMENT TO CHALLENGE CONVENTIONAL 
SOLUTIONS AND IDENTIFY OPPORTUNITIES TO RESTORE THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT.



THE SWALES RAISE AWARENESS TO THE REGION’S STORMWATER QUALITY ISSUES BY ENGAGING THE ONE MILLION PEOPLE THAT USE THE ADJACENT 
BURKE-GILMAN TRAIL ANNUALLY.



THIS PROJECT HAS TURNED FUNCTIONAL DRAINAGE INFRASTRUCTURE INTO AN ENGAGING BENEFIT FOR THE COMMUNITY. WHIMSICAL DETAILS, SUCH 
AS THE LASER SILHOUETTE CUTOUTS OF THE REGION’S FIVE SALMON SPECIES CUE PEDESTRIANS TO THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE SWALES AND THE 
AQUATIC ENVIRONMENT.



NATIVE PLANTS PROVIDE A ROBUST FOREST FLOOR BELOW THE OVERHEAD CANOPY THAT THE BRIDGE STRUCTURE AND COLUMNS SIMULATE. 
FLOWERING PLANTS WERE PRIORITIZED SUPPORTING MANY SPECIES OF POLLINATORS IN THE AREA.



THE USE OF STEEL IS ECHOED IN ALL PHASES, WITH CUSTOM DETAILS EXPRESSING THE WATER STORY THROUGHOUT.



A CASE STUDY OF THE SWALES IS INCLUDED IN A UNITED NATIONS GUIDE FOR SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES AS A MODEL TO TEACH PROFESSIONAL 
DESIGNERS TO INCLUDE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE AS STANDARD PRACTICE.
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