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1 Discovery park 
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Site plan
Illustrative plan depicting the 20-acre property with its extensive storm water system and overall landscape 
program. Design was guided through community outreach and charrettes, integrating S.T.E.A.M. principles 
intended to inspire, teach, and entertain visitors of all ages. 
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StORMWateR ManaGeMent - Wet Cell
The storm water pond stores over 23 acre-feet of water and serves as a settling basin for contributing runoff. 
It has also been populated with fish by passing waterfowl, beginning a new ecological cycle.
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SnaGS alOnG tHe tRail SYSteM
Snags cleared from other community lots were reused on-site to create habitat, and frame views. The snags 
serve various ecological functions; including hunting perches, nesting and roosting for small birds, and 
harboring insects and prey.
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BOCCe COURt
Custom seating with signage about the park’s S.T.E.A.M. features overlooks the Bocce court. The court 
is situated adjacent to the primary walking loop and Pollinator Gateway, serving as a multi-generational 
recreational element and area for pause and reflection.
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inteRpRetiVe SiGnaGe - eCOlOGY
The Landscape Architect custom-designed signage; explaining the water cycle, how to interpret the Water 
Cycle Discovery interactive art installation, and the relationships between of pollinators and plants that may 
be seen on the site.   
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StORMWateR ManaGeMent - DRY Cell
The normally dry infiltration cells are capable of handling up to 113 acre-feet of overflow. Rings of blue cullet 
glass create a temporal element that will disperse through interaction with water and visitors.  



7 Discovery park 
at tehaleh

aMpHitHeateR
The amphitheater is nestled into the natural topography below the great lawn area and takes advantage 
of views to the pond. It also serves as an additional outdoor classroom for the adjacent Tehaleh Heights 
Elementary School. 
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COMMUnitY GatHeRinG anD GaRDeninG
The communal dining tables can seat over fifty guests; they are situated together with custom barbecues 
and adjoin the community garden. The area encourages gathering and promotes a sense of community and 
ownership to residents.
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inteRpRetiVe SiGnaGe - HaBitat
The Landscape Architect custom-designed signage is located along the Pollinator Gateway. It showcases 
the native and transitional aerial visitors, and tells of some of the ways they are being accommodated and 
encouraged.
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pOllinatOR GateWaY
The Pollinator Trail passes through the center of the park, blending native and drought tolerant plantings. 
Along the trail, a series of snags, logs, root wads, and avian houses are organized to create a wild but orderly 
landscape.
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HaBitat alOnG tHe pOllinatOR tRail
Extensive review was made of native and adapted birds to the area; their various needs were taken into 
account during the placement of habitat elements such as nesting boxes, roosting boxes, snags, and bat 
rockets.
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inteRpRetiVe SiGnaGe - S.t.e.a.M.
The Landscape Architect custom-designed signage demonstrating several of the S.T.E.A.M. features of the 
park and their locations.
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WateR CYCle DiSCOVeRY
An interactive S.T.E.A.M. element custom designed for the site. The orange posts are labeled with fun and 
inspiring water related words while the blue posts follow along the water cycle, creating an opportunity for fun 
learning.  
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HaiKU anD WORD SeaRCH ROCK
A large excavated boulder was centrally re-sited and given new life as an interactive element. A poem written 
by a local haiku master is inscribed on the rock along with an ecology word search game.
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CenteR OF tHe COMMUnitY
The community table and trellis sit adjacent to the community gardens. Designed with future Community 
Center expansion in mind, it is managed by the HOA and the garden patches remain booked to capacity since 
inception.


