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• How can sea level rise impact your project?

• How much and when? 

• What can you do about it?

Bay Center, WA
via Washington Department of Ecology Shoreline Viewer



How can sea level rise 
impact your project?

North Cove, WA
via Pinterest





Sea level rise + existing erosion

WA Dept. of Ecology



Sea level rise + filled tidelands
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NEW NORMAL?
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How much?

When?



Goal: Increase regional capacity to build resilience 
to changes in relative sea level. 

The Washington Coastal Resilience Project
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Sea level rise projections: go local!

• Future high tides at 150+ sites

• Vertical land movement

• Probabilistic: investments + 
livelihoods

• Extreme events additive

• Applicable to planning or projects 



Once you have the numbers, 
you can evaluate impacts 
& plan for adaptation… 

Erosion,

Tidal flooding,
Storm surge,

Waves,
Groundwater, etc…

North Cove, Washington
Rick Mraz, Department of Ecology



So where are the numbers?!

North Cove, Washington
Rick Mraz, Department of Ecology



www.WAcoastalnetwork.com
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map with 150+ local SLR projections







Timeline

Projections: spreadsheets

Probability
of 

Exceedance
(risk tolerance)



Likely range More risk averse Less risk averse

Choose your risk tolerance…
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Now you have your number…



Today’s high tide: NOAA SLR Viewer



Evaluate impacts: NOAA SLR Viewer



Consider extreme events



www.WAcoastalnetwork.com





What can you 
do about it?

Chinook, WA shore stabilization
Pacific Conservation District







www.WAcoastalnetwork.com

Jackson Blalock
jackbla@uw.edu


