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When is this needed?

ÅAgency involvement ðe.g., public funds, permitting/approvals

ÅProtected visual resources

ÅControversy and public interest 



Agency Oversight

Kevin Lavorgna

Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜΧŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀōƭŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ 

ǘƻΧŀǎǎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΧŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎΧŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΧǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴǉǳŀƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴ-

mental amenities and values may be given appropriate consideration in decision making



Accepted Methods

Different Mandates



Local Considerations

Growth Management Act
Focuses on maintaining visual character of rural areas

Shoreline Management Act

άThe public's opportunity to enjoy the physical and aesthetic qualities of natural shorelines of 

the state shall be preserved to the greatest extent feasible consistent with the overall best 

interest of the state and the people generallyΦέ

Local Ordinances



Constraints in Planning Practices

Gotcredit.com

gentle horizons



Public Involvement

ÅMainly during public review (e.g., NEPA) ςDisclosure!

ÅTypically limited opportunities prior to publication

Photo by SounderBruce



Visual Impact Assessment Process
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Project Description

Regulatory/Thresholds



Inventory

Project Description

Regulatory/Thresholds
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Analysis

Viewers/Viewpoints

Landscape 
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Assessment

Project Description

Regulatory/Thresholds

Geographic Scope/Viewshed 

Analysis
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MitigationImpacts

Project Description

Regulatory/Thresholds

Geo Scope

Viewers/Viewpoints

Character/Inventory

Simulations

Analysis/Impacts



Process via Case Study

Project Description Regulatory/Thresholds Geo Scope Viewers/Viewpoints Character/Inventory Simulations Analysis/Impacts
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